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Exchange of the benefits of civilization? Nobody will
venture any longer to travel from one realm to another.
There will be no traffic, no exchange. Each group will
hug its treasures to itself, will monopolize its inventions, its
discoveries. Pretty prospect, eh? But the only logical one.
Once war comes again, the universal fear will be so great
that the continents that emerge from it will retire into
isolation, each of them behind its impenetrable Chinese
wall."

"Do you think a war worth while?5'

"Worth while? Why should it be? It is only necessary.
A weird time is coming. The seas will empty of traffic.
There will be no freedom of the seas. Each of the few giant
empires will proclaim that parts of the seas, or whole oceans,
belong to its sphere. Foreign ships will no longer be per-
mitted to sail them. Territorial waters will reach out
thousands of miles from the coast. Wireless communication,
air traffic, everything of that sort will be broken off. In the
midst of the inventions that have united the world, the con-
tinents will be cut apart and will live in voluntary isolation/*
"A beautiful dream! Do you fancy the prospect?"
"Fancy it? Why, of course. Because, as I said, it's neces-
sary. For it's only in isolation that we shall fully develop our
potentialities. And then we shall see which will be the real
top-dog among the great realms. World civilization will
end. There will begin a new Kultur. There will come the
great historic epoch of the isolated civilizations."
"What a horrible, artificial world you prophesy!"
"Think of our universal plant, which we were trying to
breed. Is not that also artificial? Is it not our task to recreate
creation, so far as man is concerned, so that we may find it
good?"